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The 2008-2009 Annual Report is dedicated to Hugh Clifford Teel, Sr. 
 

Hugh Clifford Teel, Sr. 
August 4, 1930 – June 16, 2009 

 
Hugh Teel’s life was an extraordinary American story.  He was born in a log cabin with dirt floors, no running water 
or indoor plumbing in the Black Range of New Mexico.  His father was a prospector; his mother managed the 
house/farm in Hugh’s formative years.  He attended a one-room schoolhouse whose student population was mostly 
Spanish speaking.  The first of his many infamously missing fingers was lost on that homestead when he got it caught 
between the saddle horn of a horse he was riding and a clothesline.  Hugh left home at 15, with his mothers blessing 
to find his place in the world. 
 
Shortly after his sixteenth birthday Hugh enlisted in the Marine Corps.  His mother lied about his age to help Hugh 
enlist.  Hugh got his G.E.D. in the Marine Corps and served from 1946-1949. Upon discharge from the Corps, Hugh 
returned home and drove the truck for the local laundry service whose most noteworthy customer was Ruby Redwine 
the madam of the local bordello. Realizing that this was not his calling he enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1950. 
Hugh’s travels in the Coast Guard brought him to Texas in 1952.  Entering the local hospital to get a stump reduction 
on his missing finger he encountered a feisty admittance clerk named Catherine who promptly straightened out his 
surly attitude by sending him to his room until he filled out the paperwork properly.  On a bet with a fellow Coastie, 
Hugh asked Catherine out and they were married on September 18, 1953. 
 
Hugh achieved the rank of Chief in 1965, typically as high as an enlisted man can go, but because of his efforts to 
educate himself, his exam performances, the evaluations and recommendations of his superior officers, Hugh became 
a “Mustang” Officer, a term used to describe officers that came up through the ranks. He became Warrant Officer in 
July of 1965 only 6 months after becoming Chief, an almost unprecedented achievement.  Hugh made Lieutenant in 
1968 and became the Hospital Administrator at the Coast Guard Academy in New London.  He made Lieutenant 
Commander and in 1972 became an Aide to Admiral Fletcher in Washington D.C.  He returned to New London to 
establish the Medical Corps School and retired from the Coast Guard in 1977. 
 
Hugh and Catherine moved to Salem in 1972.  Hugh began to serve Salem immediately upon his retirement from the 
Coast Guard.  He was appointed Special Constable and Fire Police in 1977. He served on the Conservation 
Commission from 1977 to 1980.  He was appointed to the Planning and Zoning Commission in 1977.  He was 
elected First Selectman in 1979 and served 7 consecutive terms and he was cross-endorsed for many of those 
elections, and served until 1993.  He served on the Board of Finance as an alternate and was elected Chairman in 
1995, a seat he held for ten years.  Hugh served on the Board of Finance until the year of his passing in 2009.  He 
made care for the elderly of Salem a personal responsibility, often providing assistance, transportation and care on 
his own time and out of his own pocket. 
 
Hugh served in exemplary fashion as husband, father, grandfather, officer and civic leader.  He was friend, mentor 
and supporter of many past and present town leaders.  He judged others by their character disregarding all else.  He 
was as fine an example of a true American hero as has ever set foot in the town of Salem.  Hugh was as honored to 
be considered a true son of Salem as Salem is honored to be considered his home, to be his final resting place and to 
be the home of his descendents. 
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TOWN GOVERNMENT  
 
 
 

The Salem Town Office Building  is located at 270 Hartford Road. The office hours are: 
 
 Monday- Wednesday    8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
        Thursday              8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 
 Friday-Sunday              Closed 
 
The First Selectman, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Assessor and Tax Collector are available during regular 
hours and at other times by appointment.   
The Building Department, located within the Town Office Building, maintains the following office 
hours: 
 

Monday   8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
                               5:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
Tuesday & Wednesday    8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
Thursday      8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
                               5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Friday Closed 

 
The Building Official, Sanitarians, Public Works Director, Town Planner, and Zoning and Wetlands 
Enforcement Officer are available during the Monday and Thursday evening hours. Please call the 
Town Office Building at 860-859-3873 for the hours of additional departments 
 
   
The Salem Free Public Library is located at 264 Hartford Road, just south of the Town Office 
Building.  It is open as follows: 
 

Monday – Wednesday            12 Noon to 7:30 PM 
Thursday     12 Noon to 7:30 PM 
Friday     10 Noon to 6:00 PM 
Saturday     10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Sunday                                   Closed 

 
 
Salem operates under a chartered Selectman-Town Meeting form of government, which permits 
maximum participation of the registered voters and property owners.  Most significant to this form of 
government is the adoption of the annual budget by referendum and approval by the Town Meeting 
of ordinances under which Salem is governed.  This is your town, the Town Meeting is the governing 
body, and your participation in the governing process is encouraged. 
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICIALS  
 

This Town Report covers Fiscal Year 2008/2009.  However, the following list of officials has been 
updated to reflect any significant changes that may have occurred prior to printing.  Expiration dates 
of elective terms are noted in parenthesis.  Reports of Boards and Commissions were in most cases 
authored by the incumbent chair for FY 08/09. 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 

Kevin Lyden, First Selectman (2011) – 2 yr. term 
James D. Fogarty (2011) – 4 yr. term 

Robyn M. McKenney (2013) – 4 yr. term 
Richard Asafaylo (2011) – 4 yr. term 

Robert Ross (2013) – 4 yr. term 

 
TOWN CLERK AND REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS  

Patricia J. Crisanti (2012) 
 

TOWN TREASURER  
Mary A. Ferren (2011)  

 

TAX COLLECTOR  
Cheryl A. Philopena (2011) 

 
 

BOARD OF FINANCE  
 

William S. Weinschenker, Chairman (2013) 
   

Carole A. Eckart (2015) Georgia Pech, Alt. (2011) 
Janet S. Griggs (2015) Kevin Freiert (2011) 
George Householder (2011) Roland Trailor, Alt. (2011) 
Gregory M. Preston (2013) Thomas Butcher, Alt. (2015) 

 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  
 

Daniel Kung, Chairperson (2011) 
Robert M. Green, Vice Chairperson (2015) 

Pamela Munro, Secretary (2013) 
Linda Robson, Treasurer (2013) 

 
Christopher LaRose (2011) Donna Jeanne Sanfilippo (2011) 
Monica Lord McIntyre (2015) Dinis imentel (2015) 
Steven Buck (2013)  
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

 
Hugh E. McKenney III, Chairman (2011) 
Karen H. Buckley, Vice Chairman (2013) 

 
Ruth Savalle, (2013) David B. Bingham (2011) 
Gary Walter (2015) Gloria Fogarty, Alt (2011) 
Richard Amato (2015) Gerald Nikirk (2013) 
Vernon Smith, Alt (2015) Vacancy, Alt 

 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

 
Leeland J. Cole-Chu, Chairperson (2011) 

 
Rebecca A. Nortz (2011) Kathryn L. Bellandese (2013) 
John Bernier (2013) Michael P. Mullin (2015) 
Gale Balavender, Alt. (2013)  Sandra K. Kozlowski, Alt. (2015) 
Salvatore Crisanti Alt. (2011)  

 
 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
 

Susan Spang (D - 2010) Patricia Rodriquez (R - 2010) 
Kathryn L. Bellandese, Deputy Georgia Pech, Deputy 

 
 
 

LIBRARY BOARD OF Trustees 
 

Michelle Guertin, Chairperson (2015)  
 

Elizabeth Householder (2011) Phillip G. James, Jr. (2011) 
Sharon Sanders (2015) Brenda Holmwood (2013) 
Roberta M. Ziegra (2013)  

 

 
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS  

 
Robert M. Green, Chairperson (2013) 

 
Frank Abetti (2013) Terrell Ann Patterson (2011) 
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS  
 

Administrative Asst. Finance/Personnel------------------------------------------Virginia Casey 
Administrative Asst First Slectman/ Land Use/Commissions----------------Doris McTigue  
Agent for the Elderly.-----------------------------------------------------------------Susan Spang 
Animal Control Officer---------------------------------------------------------------William Martin 
Assessor----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Norman Wood 
Assessor's Clerk------------------------------------------------------------------------Deborah Copp Johnson 
                                                                                                                     Dan Killeen 
Assistant Tax Collector---------------------------------------------------------------Necia Stevens 
Assistant Town Clerk-----------------------------------------------------------------Linda Flugard 
Building Department/Sanitarian Clerk--------------------------------------------Lindsey Chester 
Building Inspector---------------------------------------------------------------------Vernon D. Vesey II 
Democratic Town Committee Chair-----------------------------------------------Thomas Butcher 
Deputy Fire Marshal------------------------------------------------------------------Roy E. Shafer, Jr. 
Fire Inspector---------------------------------------------------------------------------Jeffrey W. Standish 
Fire Marshal & Director of Civil Preparedness----------------------------------Donald Bourdeau, Jr. 
Health Director-------------------------------------------------------------------------Robert W. Powitz 
Judge of Probate-----------------------------------------------------------------------John W. Butts 
Municipal Historian-------------------------------------------------------------------Deanna St. Jean 
Purchasing Agent----------------------------------------------------------------------Kevin Lyden 
Republican Town Committee Chair-----------------------------------------------Edward Chmielewski 
Resident State Trooper---------------------------------------------------------------Kevin Seery & Jack Samataro 
Sanitarian--------------------------------------------------------------------------------N. Reed Gustafson 
Sanitarian Assistants------------------------------------------------------------------Vacancy 
Superintendent of Schools ----------------------------------------------------------Dr. Donna P. Leake 
Town Planner--------------------------------------------------------------------------Mary Ann Chinatti 
Tree Warden----------------------------------------------------------------------------Don Bourdeau 
Zoning and Wetlands Enforcement Officer--------------------------------------Mary Ann Chinatti 
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APPOINTED TOWN OFFICIALS  
 
 

Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission 
 

Sally Snyder (2012), Chairman 
William (Eric) Belt (2011) George Ziegra  (2011) 
Linda S. Wildrick (2014) Diba A. Khan-Bureau (2010) 
William Leuck (2014) Edward Natoli, Jr., Alt. (2013) 
Roger Phillips (2012) Gale J. Balavender, Alt. (2010) 
Maryann Chinatti, WEO Vacancy, Alt 

 
 

Civil Preparedness 
 

Donald W. Bourdeau, Jr. Director 
Ed Shafer Chip Weston 
Ralph Boles Sue Spang 
Brian Cinea  

 
Recreation Association 

 
Bob Appleby  
Al Giansanti  
Pam Henry  
  

 
Recreation Commission 

 
Susan Spang, Chairperson (2011) 

Rich Cirillo, Secretary (2012) 
James W. Burke (2015) Pam Henry (2013) 
Alfonso N. Giansanti (2014) Robert Appleby (2014) 
Joseph S. Dalton (2010) Robert Kim Bingham (2014) 
Peter Lee (2013)  

 
Economic Development Commission 

 
Frank Sroka, Chairperson (2013) 

Dana Abetti (2013) Sean T. Reith (2012) 
Joe Duncan (2012) Lawrence Stevens, Alt. (2013) 
  

 
 
 

Fire Police 
 

Brian Cinea, Captain 
Ralph Boles Patricia Crisanti 
Salvatore T. Crisanti Sean O’Brien 
Tony Crisanti  
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Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments 
 

Kevin Lyden James Fogarty, Alt. 
 
 

Salem Green Cemetery 
 

David Wordell, President 
Charlene Clancy, Vice President 

Catherine Teel, Treasurer 
Helen Woronik, Secretary & Historian 

Pastor Tim Dubeau, Sexton 
Delaphine Hatch Gertrude Miller 
  

 
Gardner Lake Authority  

 
Lawrence B. Harrington Robert J. Neddo 
Russell K. Smith  

 
Route 11 and Greenway Point Person 

 
Peter Sielman James Fogarty, Alt, 

 
Southeastern Connecticut Water Advisory Board 

 
Kevin Lyden George Jackson 

 
Eastern Connecticut Regional Tourism Board 

 
Charles Moran 
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First Selectman Report  
 

 
This was a year of significant positive change in Town Hall and throughout our community. 
 
To enhance the fiscal performance of the general government, we made technological changes by 
upgrading our financial management systems to provide direct deposit services, new check-writing 
programs, and a purchase order system to improve our oversight of expenditures.  The Board of 
Selectmen passed a new Purchasing Policy to provide written guidance to our Town leaders on 
purchasing procedures.  And we contracted with a new auditing firm to increase the oversight and 
accountability of the Town’s financial management.  Then, by avoiding end-of-the-year spending, 
we returned about $200 thousand to the general fund to off-set supplemental appropriations expected 
in the next fiscal year.  These practices are helping the Town manage the local impacts of a very 
difficult global recession. 
 
To improve communications and community development, we redesigned the Town website and 
introduced a new e-mail system as we demonstrated the potential of Virtual Town Meetings – the 
first in the State of Connecticut to do so.  We advanced several new recreational programs, most of 
which are revenue neutral.  We built new sports facilities and made great progress on the multi-
purpose path to make essential civic connections between our public buildings and recreation 
facilities.  Our Free Public Library has become a regional attraction, servicing Salem and our 
neighboring communities with innovative programs to inspire life-long learners. 
 
To protect our historic buildings, the Town received a matching state grant and contracted with 
historic architects to professionally evaluate the structural integrity of our historic buildings on the 
Town Green.  This project produced a prioritized list of corrective maintenance projects and plan of 
action to preserve these building for future generations. 
 
Great progress was made in the design and funding of a modern roundabout to address public safety, 
economic performance and the aesthetic appearance of our primary business district at Salem Four 
Corners.  This federally-funded project will be completed over the next three years and sets a 
foundation for the responsible economic development we need to help slow increases in our 
residential property taxes.  This initiative supports the work of our Economic Development 
Commission to create a climate more supportive of local businesses and their customers.  Over time, 
we will attract appropriate new businesses in newer more attractive buildings.  This historic 
intersection, and the commercial activity around it, will be transformed into a distinctive gateway to 
Salem. 
 
As many neighboring Towns struggle with extremely difficult fiscal choices and cuts to municipal 
services, Salem has maintained services while managing costs.  Many of the programs we have 
introduced will have strategic value in the future development of our Town.  Salem continues to be a 
wonderful rural community, lead by many, many dedicated civic-minded residents.  
 
Robert T. Ross 
First Selectman 
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Town Clerk’s Report 
 
The following monies were received in various receipts by the Town Clerk and turned over to the 
Town Treasurer on a weekly basis for the fiscal year 2008 – 2009. 
 
     Funds to the State         Town Clerk’s 
     Historic  Farm Pres.*  Historic         Farm 
     Pres.     Pres.          Pres.* 
 
Recordings $25,270.00  $1,930.00  $25,100.00  $965.00         $965.00 
Maps Recorded      $ 240.00  
Conveyance Taxes $33,938.07               $69,200.00 
Copies    $5,385.86 
Map Copies   $1,080.50 
Sports Licenses                 $00.00    (No longer selling effective January 2009) 
Miscellaneous      $323.00 

TOTAL            $66,237.43 
 
(*Public Act 09-229 – Under prior law, people paid Town Clerks a  $30 fee for each document 
recorded in municipalities’ land records.  The act temporarily increases this fee to $40 (from the 
effective date of July 1, 2009 until July 1, 2011) and redistributes the revenues.  By law, the Town 
Clerk retains $1 of the fee and $3 goes to the municipality’s general revenue and must be used to pay 
for local capital improvement projects.  Under prior law, the Town Clerk, by the 15th of each month, 
had to remit $26 of each fee received during the previous calendar month to the state treasurer for 
credit to the “Land Protection, Affordable Housing and Historic Preservation Account,” which is a 
separate, non-lapsing account in the General Fund.  The act temporarily increases the monthly 
remittance to $36 and renames the account the “Community Investment Account” (CIA.) 
 
Upon comparing receipts for the fiscal years 2007-2008 and 2008-2009, there was an overall 
decrease in the amount of $34,042.07 for this past year.  The largest decrease was in Conveyance 
Taxes ($24,921.32) followed by Recordings ($6,169.00). Copies were next lowest ($1,394.13), 
followed by Map Copies ($461.50), Miscellaneous ($338.11), and finally Maps Recorded ($310.00).    
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SPECIAL REFERENDUM VOTE 
October 8, 2008 

  
 

                                                                                                                                 YES        NO 
Shall the Town of Salem appropriate $250,000 for improvements to the  
TRANSFER STATION, to be fully reimbursed by the State of 
Connecticut? 
                                                                                                                                 1 Abstained 
 
 
200 Ballots Printed 
Total Voters 2680 
Democrats 882 
Republicans 597 
Unaffiliated 1197 
Others 4 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1411 6 
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Special Town Meeting 

Salem Town Office Building 
270 Hartford Road  
Salem, Connecticut 06420 

April 16, 2009 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:35 P.M. by Robert T. Ross, First Selectman. 
 
M/S/C (Gene Maiorano/Wesley Roman) Moderator: Attorney John Butts   
 
Clerk: Patricia J. Crisanti, Town Clerk (Apptd. By John Butts) 
 
The Clerk read the Posting Notice/Warning and noted that both had been duly posted and published 
in the Legal Section of The Day newspaper having a general circulation in the Town of Salem. 
 
John Butts took the floor, welcomed everyone and stated that this would be another Virtual Town 
Meeting which was being simultaneously seen on public access and viewed via Comcast on our 
website Salemct.org.  He went through the instructions of how to vote from home and how Virtual 
Town Hall worked. 
 
ITEM# 1) To approve the sale of the fire truck. 
 
M/S/C (Gene Maiorano/Jim Savalle) Motion was made by Gene Maiorano to sell the current 1987 
Fire Truck to the Town of Lebanon for $45,000.  Approximately 2 years ago the Town of Salem 
voted to include the purchase of a new 2008 75-77 ft. Ladder-Pumper Truck that just came into 
service.  Approximately 3 months ago the Town of Salem put the old 1987 truck up for sale.  At that 
point the Town of Lebanon contacted Gene, interested in the truck.  After discussions with the Fire 
Chief of the Town of Lebanon, and the Lebanon Fire Department and the First Selectman of Salem, 
they came to an agreement and negotiation for a price of $45,000. 
The Town of Lebanon voted to purchase the truck for that price and now we are at this point for the 
sale of this truck.   
 
Questions or Comments:  Bob Ross stated that he had asked the Assessor to assess the value of the 
truck and that it was a fair market price. 
 
The old truck has been replaced with a new 2008 Ferrara 77 ft. truck as stated.  John was waiting for 
the people at home to make their votes.  It was suggested to move the question. 
  
M/S/C (Chief Maiorano/John Cunningham) Motion was made to close the debate.  Voice vote was 
unanimous. 
 
By a voice vote, the motion was passed.  From home, the votes were two YES and one PRESENT 
vote. (which was probably a technical glitch) 
 
ITEM# 2)  To approve the Planning and Zoning Commission fee schedule amendment. 
  
Per John, the second item is to consider an amendment to Planning and Zoning’s fee schedule, which 
is something that we have had for a number of years.  It was asked if someone from Planning and 
Zoning’s Commission had a motion to make. 
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M/S/C (Hugh McKenney/Georgia Pech)  Hugh McKenney stated that he would like to make a 
motion to amend the ordinance concerning Planning and Zoning Commission fees and to accept the 
updated fee schedule as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
Some changes: Change for excavation permits an increase from $50.00 to $200.00 
                          Change for a public hearing fee – imposing a $250.00 application fee 
                          Change for application for site plan reviews – to $150.00 for site plan where  
                          Engineer’s seal is not required. 
                          Change for application for site plan reviews – to $250.00 for site plan where 
                          regulations require an engineers seal 
                          Change for subdivision applications, the fee shall now be a flat $200.00 fee   
                          plus $100.00 per proposed lot.  For resubdivisions, the same. 
                          Change - If an applicant cannot submit a digital form map for review by the  
                          commission, there is an additional fee of $250.00 per lot for review. 
Hugh McKenney stated that the changes were correct.  These fees are similar to the fees being 
imposed by other towns with the same level of development that Salem has.  Hugh McKenney 
stated,” “That is correct.  We did an assessment using data from the Southeastern Connecticut 
Council of Governments as to what the schedule of fees were for these types of evaluations, 
applications and planning and zoning space and these recommended changes are in line with those of 
our neighboring towns.” 
 
Questions or Comments:  Bob Pellerin asked why there was an increase and what the necessity was 
for the increase.  Hugh McKenney stated,  “The town incurs certain amounts of liability where we 
(The Planning and Zoning Commission) has to review these various site plans.  We need to pay the 
town engineer an hourly rate to access those particular applications. Many of those applications are 
very detailed.  And sometimes they do run into a lot of money. This fee schedule brings it into line 
with what the rest of the communities charge, and helps us to regain some of that money we have to 
use for engineering review. 
 
John prepared the audience here and at home for the vote to approve or defeat the motion.  
All in favor of the proposed fee schedule changes, by a voice vote, unanimously approved the 
ordinance amendment.  There were two YES votes and zero NO votes from home viewers. 
 
It was noted that the Budget Town Meeting and Referendum were scheduled for May 6th and May 
13th respectively.    
 
Since no further business, questions, or comments were brought before the town meeting, 
adjournment was in order. 
 
M/S/C (Jim Savalle) Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patricia J. Crisanti 
Clerk of the meeting and 
Salem Town Clerk 
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Annual Budget Town Meeting 
Gardner Lake Volunteer Fire Co. 
429 Old Colchester Road 
Salem, CT 06420 
May 6, 2009 
 
 
Bob Ross made a few announcements:  Last year 250 copies of the Annual Report were printed.  
This year 100 copies were printed.  There were so many copies thrown out last year that we decided 
to print less copies. The Annual Report will also be placed on the website for viewing and printing.   
 
Bob also wanted to make people aware, that he had visited with Catherine Teel at her home and that 
Hugh, her husband, was not doing well. He asked for a moment of prayer for Catherine, Hugh and 
her family. He then turned the microphone over to Lee Cole-Chu. 
 
  Lee wanted to express his thanks for the dedication of the Annual Report to his late wife, Ruth A. 
Cole-Chu and for the tree planted at the Library in her honor.  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:35 P.M. by Robert T. Ross, First Selectman. 
 
Moderator:  John W. Butts, Esq. Town Attorney M/S/C (Bob Greene/Gene Maiorano) 
 
         John started with a stated perspective regarding the economy and budget process saying that it 
has been a “brutal” year.  “The Boards of Education, the Selectmen and the department heads and 
the Board of Finance have done their best as volunteers to put together a budget that provides us, the 
people of Salem, with the level of government which we expect, at the lowest possible cost.”  He 
wanted to add a personal note about Hugh Teel.  When John’s son was involved in the accident and 
his son lay in a coma, the first thing Hugh had asked Lee Cole-Chu was, “How is John’s boy?”  This 
is the kind of   town we are and this is how we will remain. 
 
         This is the Annual Town Meeting 2009.  For 190 years we have been having these meetings 
within the four corners of what is now the Town of Salem.  I hope we all take that to heart as 
members of the community.    
 
Clerk: Patricia J. Crisanti (Apptd. By John Butts) 
 
The Clerk read the Posting Notice and Warning and noted that both had been duly posted and 
published in the Legal Section of The Day newspaper having a general circulation in the Town of 
Salem.  
 
There are four action items tonight, which will ultimately boil down to one action item.  This is the 
Annual Town Meeting which adopts the budget for the town for the Fiscal Year which begins July 1, 
2009 and ends next June 30, 2010.  By ordinance in the Town of Salem we can talk about the budget 
tonight, we can make certain changes which we     will discuss later.  But ultimately the approval or 
rejection of the budget is automatically  
removed to a referendum which will be held one week from today at the town office building. 
 
     The Resident State Troopers contract comes up every two years by State Statute, and there is a 
proposal to buy some air-pack breathing apparatus for our two fire departments with grants which 
are part of the upcoming budget.  We are going to vote on these two items, but they will be 
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contingent upon approval of the budget which we will get to at the end.    
 
(M/S/C (Bob Green/Jim Fogarty) Item# 1) Consider/Act on a multi-year contract for Resident 
State Trooper service in the Town of Salem  
 
This is a contract between the Town of Salem and the Department of Public Safety to continue our 
Resident State Trooper coverage for two years.   
 
      Bob Ross gave a few details.  He reiterated that it is a two-year contract.  It is very similar to the 
contract we have been in for the last two years. The dollar amounts are not stated in the budget but 
he predicts that they will be similar to what was paid the last two years.  Gale Balavendar asked if 
the reimbursement rate had changed.  There was a proposal early on from the Governor to increase 
the reimbursement rate.  Right now we pay 70% of the cost of the Resident Trooper.  The Governor 
proposed raising that to 85% and than to 100%.  The last that Bob had heard was that the legislature 
has not supported that proposal.   
 
     Jim Fogarty stated that whether it is for one or two Troopers, he believes that the multi-year 
contract still needs to be voted on.   
 
     Hugh McKenney stated that they don’t know the exact cost of the contract.  If there is not enough 
money in this proposed budget that we are looking at tonight, what are the ramifications of that?  Mr. 
Weinschenker stood and stated that it would be like any other appropriation that was under budget.  
You would have to appropriate additional funds to cover that line item in the budget either from a 
line item that was overfunded or from the undesignated fund balance. (Greg Preston added, 
“providing that the amount that has to be transferred did not exceed what’s in the Charter of a 
maximum amount of $25,000, I believe?”)  The Board of Finance has limitations on how much the 
Board of Finance can appropriate versus the town meeting. 
 
     John B. took the floor and asked if there were any more comments, questions or concerns, 
concerning the conception of a two-year Resident State Trooper’s question? 
All right, hearing none, all those in favor of authorizing the Selectman to execute a contract with the 
Department of Public Safety for Resident State Trooper coverage for the period of two years 
contingent upon funding, please signify by saying AYE.  By a unanimous Voice Vote, the AYES 
have it.   
 
M/S/C (Jim Savalle/Bob Green) Item# 2) Consider/Act on a multi-year contract for Fire 
Department equipment purchase (Self-Containing Breathing Apparatus). 
 
      (See Attached document) 
 
      John went on to explain, according to a budget request, indicating were we to purchase 32 new 
self-containing breathing apparatus packages, on our own it would cost us $193,132 dollars.  There 
is currently a deal out there with FEMA to purchase the same equipment for $169,900 dollars for a 
savings of $23,000 and change.  Gene Maiorano, Fire Chief of SVFC spoke.  “Basically, as John 
stated, normally it would cost us $193,132 to purchase these items the way we normally do.  By 
buying them in this FEMA purchase, we’re saving the town $23,000.  It’s best to buy them all at 
once because you can purchase them over four years.  Most of the ones we have now are 20-25 years 
old.  John reiterated, “This is an opportunity to keep our safety apparatus up to date at a lower cost 
than what is actually in the anticipated budget for this year, is that right?” 
Gene stated, “Yes”. 
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A vote on this motion, again, is contingent upon the approval of the budget to fund this item.  Any 
savings will come back to the town in the general fund surplus.  Any other questions or comments?   
 
“Hearing none, all those in favor of the motion please say AYE”.  Again, the vote was unanimous.  
The AYES have it.   
 
      Those are two technical motions that are peripheral to the part of the underlying business of the 
night.  As it has been, tonight and for the last 190 years, is to determine how much money we are 
going to spend as a town to maintain our social contract with each other over the next fiscal year.  
How much we are going to ask ourselves and our neighbors and our friends and maybe our enemies 
to contribute to that effort.  And for a variety of reasons over the years it has come down to two big 
chunks:  The General Government budget and the Board of Education budget.  Both of these budgets 
will not be approved tonight.  They will be adjourned to a town referendum.  The two budgets differ, 
however, in terms of how we deal with it.  When it comes to the General Government budget, we 
can go line by line, digit by digit, penny by penny.  We cannot increase anything.  We can decrease 
the whole thing or we can decrease any particular part of it. Once we are done with that, we can 
move on to the Board of Education Budget. 
We have less control over the Board of Education budget because our BOE is acting as a State 
Agency within our town.  We can affect their budget, but we cannot increase it. We can decrease it, 
but only the bottom line.  We can say why we are unhappy and want the decrease but we cannot 
compel a decrease in any particular department, area, line or sub text of the BOE budget.  A vote 
will be taken with the capital expenditures first.  
It was noted that pages 7 and 28 were missing from the booklet.  Mr. Weinschenker stated that those 
pages were deleted and they wanted to keep the project in some order. 
John stated, “A vote on this 10-year plan is conceptual and not binding”.  It’s contingent upon future 
funding and is only included in this year’s budget.  All in favor of this conceptual Capital Plan please 
signify by saying AYE, those opposed please say Nay.  It was unanimous....the AYES have it.   
 
M/S/C (Peter Sielman/Pam Munro)  Item# 3) Motion made to approve the General Government 
Budget in the amount of $ 3,215,477 and the Capital Expenditure  Budget in the amount of $649,985 
 
John had everyone turn to page one of the General Government budget pamphlet.  He proceeded 
page by page and department by department asking for any comments, concerns or questions. 
 
Bruce Kirk asked, “is it correct that all the volunteer Selectmen have agreed to forego the salary 
during this coming fiscal year.  Is that correct?  For the next year, the selectmen have chosen not to 
take compensation Mr. Ross stated.  After clarification, John continued through the pages.  
Questions were asked about the Probate Court increases.  John explained that his was probably the 
biggest increase in the whole budget due to the requirement that he needed to obtain Laserfiche 
hardware and network access and maintenance for his required job of Judge of Probate. They will 
have all probate records online eventually.  There were several long periods of quiet while people 
perused the material at hand.  
 
        A question was asked, “What the “other” was under Dept. 630 Planning and Zoning 
Commission?  Hugh McKenney stated that the increase under other is for the POC&D committee.  
By State Statute the town has to renew the plan for the town every 10 years.  Traditionally we have 
used outside contractors that had costs run, in past times, $10,000 and $15,000.  Right now we plan 
on doing it in house with our volunteers from a number of commissions who have volunteered to 
help rewrite the Plan of Conservation and Development.  However the most important thing is to 
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understand what the town wants. 
This expenditure of $2800 gives us time to get the information out to the townspeople and get 
information back as to what they want to see in the town over the next 10 years. 
 
        Mr. Green asked if the Economic Development Commission was actually meeting?  Bob Ross 
answered that it meets every month.  It just became active approximately one year ago. And they 
have not expended the funds. He forsees some growth in that division.  
 
        John Butts proceeded on with the Board of education’s budget.  John proceeded through   pages 
one through nine of the BOE budget amidst quiet and rustling of pages.  He perceived that the 
increase would be less than ¼ of 1%.  The High School costs and tuition and transportation for our 
High School students grades 9-12, which I am seeing as a 10% decrease this year.  Question of 
interest, John wanted to know if anyone knew how many students we had this year ending next 
month.  Mike Siebert stated that it is more than we have last year which was 221. There will be less 
next year.  The Board of Finance put back $17,000 in the budget for the “late” school bus. For each 
activity/sport the child wants to participate in there will be a fee of $40.00, with a maximum for a 
family of $160.00 per year.  
         Mr. Rabe stated that if you look at the Town budget for employees, the departments are 
delineated with a breakdown of individual’s salaries.  Why can’t the Board of Education do the same 
so that it is clear who gets paid what?  We know that there are 71 employees in a school, and I would 
appreciate it if next year, not this year, there was a greater delineation of who the employees were, 
employee categories in the district and in the school.  East Lyme High School Costs was the next 
area of discussion.  The Homework Club was eliminated.  Most line items were gone over with no 
comments or questions or concerns.   
 
     John stated, “If this body sees fit it would be appropriate to make a motion to reduce this budget 
(reduce only) and reduce only by the bottom line.  Is there anyone in this building this evening who 
would like to make a motion to reduce the bottom line of this BOE budget? Not hearing or seeing 
none, we will need a motion to adjourn the town meeting to a referendum.  But before we get the 
motion are there any last questions or concerns?  
 
      Bob Green stated that he had been hearing around town about salaries and staffing with the 
school.  I don’t know how many who live in town are aware but the front office 
of the school on their part are giving up five unpaid days for next year out of their salaries.  So I 
think the administrative offices as well as the non-certified unions who chose to forego any increases 
in their current contract have basically finished the year free without any increases in salary or 
benefits to get us over the “hump” here, hoping that things will be better next year.   
 
M/S/C (Gene Maiorano/Peter Sielman)   At the moment, what we need is a motion to approve the 
Town of Salem Budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 in the amount of $13,877,847 to adjourn now to a 
referendum to be held at the Salem Town Offices, 270 Hartford Road, between the hours of 6:00 
A.M. and 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 for a YES or NO vote by paper ballot.  All those 
in favor of the motion signified by saying AYE.  Those opposed please say NO.  The “AYES” have 
it.   
 
M/S/C (Sal Crisanti) Motion to adjourn the town meeting at 9:10 P.M. 
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The following is a breakdown of the 2009-2010 to be voted on May 13, 2009.  
 
                General Government                         $   3,215,477 
                Capital                                                       649,985   
                Board of Education                 10,012,385 
                                          TOTAL                    $ 13,877,847 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patricia J. Crisanti 
Salem Town Clerk and Clerk of the meeting 
 
 

 
 
OFFICIAL BALLOT RESULTS 
BUDGET REFERENDUM VOTE 
SALEM, CONNECTICUT 
MAY 13, 2009 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
SHALL THE TOWN OF SALEM APPROVE THE PROPOSED MUNICIPAL BUDGET IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $13,877,847 FOR THE 2009/2010 FISCAL YEAR? 
 
                                           YES – 332                         NO – 122 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET IS TOO: 
 
          HIGH – 216                      LOW – 151 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET IS TOO: 
 
           HIGH – 206   LOW – 121 
 
 
 
                    # OF REGISTERED VOTERS TODAY – 2684 
 
                    # OF VOTERS WHO VOTED TODAY – 455 
 
                   ABSENTEE BALLOTS – 4                                         TOTAL VOTES - 459 
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Justice of the Peace 

 
The following Justices of the Peace took the Oath of Office and are qualified to serve the term from 
January 05, 2009 to January 07, 2013: 

 
 

NAME STREET PHONE PARTY 
TERM 
BEGINS 

Alligood, Gary 127 Hartford Road 859-1779 R 1/5/2009 

Balavender, Gale J. 78 Forest Drive 859-2174 R  

Bourdeau, Donald W. Jr. 345 Old Colchester Road 859-3189 D  

Buckley, Karen H. 15 Corrina Lane 859-3705 D  

Butcher, Thomas J. 248 Norwich Road 859-1012 D  

Butts, Betsy B. 376 Hartford Road 859-0788 D  

Butts, Spencer 376 Hartford Road 859-0788 D  

Clancy, Charlene E. 40 Lakeview Drive 859-0339 D  

Cole-Chu, Leeland J. 300 Hartford Road 859-0059 D  

Cole-Chu, Emily B. 300 Hartford Road 859-0059 D  

Crisanti, Salvatore T. 195 Old New London Road 859-2158 D  

Diamond, Shirley W. 249 Darling Road 859-1749 D  

Dye, Charles (Chip) S. 116 Morgan Road 859-1714 D  

Edwards, Mary J. 410 West Road 859-0611 D  

Gibson, Holly 15 Meadow Lane 859-1664 D  

Gregory, Hazel (Chris) 152 Way Road 859-3119 D  

Griggs, Janet S. 122 New London Road 859-2041 D  

Kollman, Mary L. 390 Darling Road 859-3036 D  

Kumro, Susan D. 648 Old Colchester Road 204-9829 U  

Len, Kristana M. 420 Hartford Road 859-1700 D  

Maiorano, Eugene R. 799 West Road 859-0558 D  

Maiorano, Marcella C. 799 West Road 859-0558 R  

Nikirk, Gerald E. Sr. 30 Morgan Road 887-3114 R  

Nortz, Rebecca A. 66 Skyline Drive 859-2207 D  

Nortz, Michael 66 Skyline Drive 859-2207 D  

Ploszaj, Joseph J. 33 Rattlesnake Ledge Rd. 859-0572 D  

Rowthorn, Anne 17 Woodland Drive 859-3377 D  

Sabowski, Mary Anne 81 Valley Drive 859-3556 D  
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Schroeder, Linda K. 490 East Haddam Road 859-3520 D  

Shapere, Alfreda B. 170 Darling Road 859-1760 D  

Sielman, Peter F. 369 West Road 859-3848 D  

Spang, Susan G. 129 Hartford Road 859-2048 D  

Standish, Jeffrey W. 33 Meadow Lane 859-0558 D  

Stevens, Lawrence J. 182 Forsyth Road 859-0876 D  

Vesey, Vernon D. II 47 Skyline Drive 859-1249 D  

Weinschenker, Denise M. 99 Music Vale Road 859-0441 D  

Winakor, Sylvia 470 Forsyth Road 859-0471 R  

Ziegra, Roberta M. 9 Shingle Mill Road 859-0609 D  

     

Republicans:  5 Democrats:  32 Total: 38   

 Unaffiliated: 1    

(Salem can have a maximum of 213 Justices of the Peace and a minimum of 15) 
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Notary Publics 
 

NAME ADDRESS TERM 
Alfonso, Diane M. 295 Rattlesnake Ledge Road 03/01/2005 - 02/28/2010 
Aube, Real C. 90 Way Road 06/01/2009 - 05/31/2014 
Benjamin, Theresa 551 Hartford Road 07/06/2006 - 07/31/2011 
Blackman, Donna 111A Horse Pond Road 12/01/2008 - 11/30/2013 
Boutin, Elizabeth D. 85F Horse Pond Road 09/01/2006 - 08/31/2010 
Brick, Marion 745 Hartford Road 09/01/2009 - 08/31/2014 
Butts, Betsy B. 376 Hartford Road 12/01/2009 - 11/30/2014 
Castleberry, Carey R. 85 Buckley Road 10/03/2006 - 11/30/2011 
Champion, Barbara 496 Norwich Road 10/01/2007 - 09/30/2012 
Chester, Lindsay K. 37 Upper Walnut Hill Rd. E.L. 07/30/2008 - 07/31/2013 
Corman, Michael L. 32 Cedar Hill Lane 06/15/2009 - 06/30/2014 
Crisanti, Patricia J. 195 Old New London Road 04/01/2009 - 03/31/2014 
Cuadro, Rosemarie D. 149 Forsyth Road 04/01/2008 - 03/31/2013 
Dubois, Sandra J. 97 Mill Lane 05/20/2005 - 05/31/2010 
Dye, Charles S. 116 Morgan Road 08/01/2009 - 07/31/2014 
Ferris, Heidi C. 15 Fairy Lake Road 03/01/2005 - 02/28/2010 
Fradette, Garrett M. 22 Skyline Drive 11/30/2005 - 11/30/2010 
Galloway, Joyce E. 306 Old Colchester Road 03/01/2006 - 02/28/2011 
George, Nancy M. 4 Salem Ridge Drive 07/01/2006 - 06/30/2011 
Gianni, Michelle M. 254 West Road 05/08/2007 - 05/31/2012 
Harrington, Lawrence B. 306 Old Colchester Road 08/01/2006 - 07/31/2011 
Henry, James H. 27 Skyline Drive 12/01/2004 - 11/30/2009 
Huhtala, Janet A. 245 Buckley Road 12/01/2004 - 11/30/2009 
Jessop, Robert M. 262 Norwich Road 02/01/2007 - 01/31/2012 
Johnson, Andrew 50 Sullivan Road 03/02/2007 - 03/31/2012 
Kaika, Valerie A. 9 Cedar Hill Lane 08/24/2006 - 08/31/2011 
Kennedy, Lillian 330 Round Hill Road 09/08/2005 - 09/30/2010 
Kodym, Patricia L. 113 Sullivan Road 09/07/2006 - 07/31/2011 
Lecce, Jody A. 521 Old Colchester Road 12/01/2007 - 11/30/2012 
Legnox, Jacqueline N. 101 Witch Meadow Road 08/01/2008 - 07/31/2013 
Lindo, Jennifer 37 Forest Drive 11/01/2005 - 10/31/2010 
Loosemore, Diane E. 60 Old Colchester Road 06/19/2008 - 06/30/2013 
McTigue, Doris A. 131 Latham Drive, Griswold 09/01/2008 - 08/31/2013 
Menitz, Constance H. 142 Way Road 07/01/2008 - 06/30/2013 
Merriman, Eva M. 106 Witch Meadow Road 06/01/2009 - 05/31/2014 
Moore, Barbara S. 62 Forest Drive 04/01/2006 - 03/31/2011 
Mullin, Donald B. 46 Skyline Drive 03/01/2007 - 02/28/2012 
Muratore, April A. 43 Buckley Road 03/31/2006 - 03/31/2011 
Natiello, Deborah 172 Old Colchester Road 01/01/2005 - 12/31/2009 
Neumann, Lori B. 519 Norwich Road 01/01/2009 - 12/31/2013 
Nortz, Michael F. 66 Skyline Drive 11/01/2007 - 10/31/2012 
O'Brien, John J. 77 Skyline Drive 06/01/2007 - 05/31/2012 
O'Brien, Rosemary 77 Skyline Drive 08/01/2007 - 07/31/2012 
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Orlinski, Chris 617 Old Colchester Road 03/01/2009 - 02/28/2014 
Parrish, Gale A. 20 Bayberry Place 10/01/2005 - 09/30/2010 
Patterson, Karen A. 106 Sullivan Road 07/01/2009 - 06/30/2014 
Pearl, Jennifer D. 45 Salem Ridge Drive 06/22/2006 - 06/30/2011 
Philopena, Cheryl A. 309 Rattlesnake Ledge Road 11/05/2004 - 10/31/2009 
Salas,Theresa K. 99 Sullivan Road 08/05/2008 - 08/31/2013 
Shelley, Vera 452 New London Road 03/01/2009 - 02/28/2014 
Shkutzko, Barbara 9 Brookside Drive 04/01/2009 - 03/31/2014 
Shultzman, Theresa 11 Center Street 08/04/2007 - 08/31/2012 
Singh, Amandeep 215 Old Colchester Road 02/08/2008 - 02/28/2013 
Slota, Sheila 631 West Road 07/01/2008 - 06/30/2013 
Swider, Sandra D. 59 Mill Lane 06/01/2007 - 05/31/2012 
Thill, Nancy K. 95 Beckwith Hill Drive 01/01/2005 - 12/31/2009 
Traggis, Carol J. 21 Forsyth Road 11/01/2009 - 10/31/2014 
Turner, Tammie A. 185 Old Colchester Road 04/25/2006 - 04/30/2011 
Waters, Linda M. 49 Witter Road 10/01/2005 - 09/30/2010 
Wittig, Vera Ann C. 200 West Road 04/01/2009 - 03/31/2014 

 
 
 
 
 

Registrar of Vital Statistics 
 

               During the fiscal year 7/01/2008 through 6/30/2009, there were 34 BIRTHS, 27 
MARRIAGES, O CIVIL UNIONS, and 22 DEATHS registered in the Vital Statistics Record of the 
Town of Salem. 
 
Patricia J. Crisanti, Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Philip G. James, Asst. Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Lindsay A. Chester, Asst. Registrar of Vital Statistics   
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Dog Fund Account 
 
Cash receipts and disbursements for fiscal year ending June 30, 2009: 
Balance July 1, 2008--------------------------------------------------------- 7949.46 
 
Receipts:  
    Surcharge of Unaltered/Altered Dogs                            $1176.00 
    Dog License Fees                   $4266.00 
    Animal Control Officer’s Fees                         $164.50 
    Town of Salem Allocation                                        $9850.50 
    Total Receipts                                        $15457.00 
                     Total Receipts Available                                      $23406.46 
 
Disbursements: 
  Animal Control Officer’s Salary                 $8240.00 
  Animal Control Officer’s Expenses                     $689.99 
  Surcharge to State for 7/1/07 to 6/30/08                $1330.00 
                  License Fees to State for 7/1/07 to 6/30/08                   $3686.75 
  Advertising Fees for Dogs                         $85.84 
  Dog Tags, License Forms, Postage and Supplies              $45.00 
  Pound Rent Paid       $1600.00 
  Veterinarian Fees                     0.00 
                  Total Disbursements                                                                  
$15677.58 
 
Patricia J. Crisanti, Town Clerk 

 
 
 

Grant Funds 
 
     This year’s grant money check was received on July 29, 2008 in the amount of $7,000.  The 
purpose was to start scanning previous year’s documents so their images would appear on the 
computer.  The images of our Land Records originally went from current day files, back through 
January 1, 2007 (covering volumes 189 through 205.)(That was the start of our new scanning 
system) With this year’s grant, we were able to scan 73 volumes (116-189).  We now can view 
documents through 2002-2009.  It makes for easier searching and printing, with less people involved 
in the process and less handling of the books and pages.   
 
Patricia J. Crisanti, Town Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 


















