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CHAPTER III - THE TOWN MEETING

SECTION 3.1 GENERAL.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.01 of the 2004 Charter.] 


The Town Meeting is the primary legislative body of the Town. The Town Meeting shall have authority for final approval of those actions of the Town hereinafter enumerated.  Electors shall be eligible to vote on all matters in Town Meetings and referenda called pursuant to this Charter. Voters who are not Electors shall be eligible to vote only on financial matters in Town Meetings and referenda called pursuant to this Charter.

SECTION 3.2 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.02 of the 2004 Charter.] 


The Annual Town Meeting shall be convened in accordance with the provisions of Section 10.079.7 of this Charter. The Board of Selectmen may require at such meeting the presence of department heads and/or representatives of each board of the Town. In addition to the consideration of the Town Budget, the Annual Town Meeting may consider any of the items contained in Section 3.3 of this Charter.

SECTION 3.3 TOWN MEETINGS.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.03 of the 2004 Charter.] 


A. Town Meetings shall be called by the Board of Selectmen for consideration of the following:

(1) The issuance of bonds and all other forms of financing, the terms of which are in excess of one year.

(2) Supplemental appropriations as provided for in Section 10.099.9 of this Charter.

(3) Any appropriation greater than $3,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund.

(4) Any purchase by the Town of an interest in real estate purchase at a cost in excess of $5,000.

(5) The sale or disposition of any interest in any Town-owned real property, or the sale or disposition of any Town-owned personal property whose value exceeds $15,000.

(6) Real estate leases to which the Town is party and which involve a term in excess of one year.

(7) The creation, termination or modification of any permanent agency or department of the Town not provided for in this Charter.

(8) Proposals for municipal improvements, including committees to plan and oversee such improvements,

(9) The acceptance of any interest in real property.

(10) Such other matters or proposals as may be required by the provisions of this Charter, the General Statutes, ordinance, or as the Board of Selectmen, in its discretion, shall decide are of sufficient importance to be submitted to a Town Meeting, including the adoption, modification or repeal of any ordinance.

(11) Approval of the Town's Plan of Conservation and Development.

B. Action taken by a Town Meeting, including Town Meeting items adopted at referendum, shall not become effective until the seventh Day following such action, unless otherwise provided by the Town Meeting action or by this Charter.

SECTION 3.4 ELECTORS’ POWER TO REQUIRE TOWN MEETINGS.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04 of the 2004 Charter.] 


A. The electors of the Town shall have the power to call a Town Meeting to propose ordinances, repeal or modify existing ordinances, propose Town Meeting actions on matters enumerated in Section 3.3 of this Charter, or consider such other matters or proposals that the petitioners deem to be of sufficient importance to be submitted to a Town Meeting.

B. Electors may call a Town Meeting in the following manner:

(1) A petition for vote may be filed by any Elector with the Town Clerk, and except as otherwise provided herein, such petition shall conform to the requirements of the General Statutes[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.1 of the 2004 Charter.  At the time of the adoption of the Charter: C.G.S. §§7-9 and 7-9a.] 


(2) Said petition, or counterparts thereof, shall contain the full text of the proposal and/or ordinance. Said petition shall be on a form prescribed or approved by the Town Clerk and shall be signed in ink by no fewer than fifty Electors of the Town[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.2 of the 2004 Charter.  ] 


(3) Said petition, or counterparts thereof, shall be accompanied with affidavits signed and sworn to by each circulator as prescribed in the General Statutes[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.3 of the 2004 Charter.  At the time of the adoption of the Charter: C.G.S. §§7-9.] 


(4) The Town Clerk shall, within five Days after receipt of said petition, determine whether the petition and counterparts thereof received are sufficient as required by law and, if so, shall certify said petition to the Board of Selectmen[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.4 of the 2004 Charter.  ] 


(5) Within thirty Days of the certification of said petition, the Board of Selectmen shall call a Town Meeting to take action on said petition[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.5 of the 2004 Charter.  ] 


(6) At said Town Meeting, the matter included in the petition shall be approved if a majority of those eligible to vote thereon shall have voted in the affirmative[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.04.B.6 of the 2004 Charter.  ] 


SECTION 3.5 PROCEDURE.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.05 of the 2004 Charter.] 


A. Town Meetings shall be called in accordance with the provisions of the General Statutes[footnoteRef:13], by Resolution of the Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen shall fix the time and place of said meeting. The First Selectman shall give Public Notice of any such meeting at least ten Days but not more than seventeen Days in advance as as set forth in Sec. 1.7.QR of this Charter. [13:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.05.A of the 2004 Charter. At the time of the adoption of this Charter and amendments the provision was C.G.S. §7-3.] 


B. All Town Meetings shall be called to order by the First Selectman, if present, or by a member of the Board of Selectmen. A Moderator shall be elected and all business conducted pursuant to Robert’s Rules of Order, as revised[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.05.B of the 2004 Charter.] 


C. The Town Clerk shall serve as Clerk of all Town Meetings but, in the Town Clerk’s absence, a Clerk shall be designated by the Moderator. Any Town Meeting may be recessed from time to time as the interests of the Town may require, and the Moderator may entertain a motion to recess such meetingMeeting to a specific date, time and timelocation[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  2025 revision and recodification of Sec. 4.05.C of the 2004 Charter.] 


SECTION 3.6 VOTING.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.06 of the 2004 Charter.] 


Prior to taking the vote on individual motions put before any Town Meeting, the Moderator may entertain a motion that the qualifications of those present and voting be demonstrated before the vote is cast.

SECTION 3.7 TOWN MEETING ACTION BY REFERENDUM.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07 of the 2004 Charter.] 


A. Except for the adoption of the Town Budget and such other matters required by this Charter to be decided at referendum, all Town Meeting actions which are not of a procedural nature (election of Moderator, setting time and place for referendum, recess, adjournment, etc.) shall be submitted to referendum if either of the events set forth in (1) or (2) below occur[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A of the 2004 Charter.] 


(1) The Board of Selectmen may, no fewer than five days prior to the day of a Town Meeting, order that any item or items on the call of such meeting be submitted to referendum in the manner set forth in this section[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A.1 of the 2004 Charter.] 


(2) A written petition may be filed by any elector with the Town Clerk not later than five days prior to the date of any Town Meeting requesting that any item or items on the call of such Town Meeting be referred to the Town voters at a referendum[footnoteRef:20]. [20:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A.2 of the 2004 Charter.] 


(a) Any such petition shall conform to the requirements of the General Statutes[footnoteRef:21]. Said petition shall be on a form prescribed or approved by the Town Clerk and signed in ink by no fewer than fifty Electors of the Town. [21:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A.2.a of the 2004 Charter.  At the time of the adoption of the Charter: C.G.S. §§7-9 and 7-9a.] 


(b) Said petition, or counterparts thereof, shall be accompanied with affidavits signed and sworn to by each circulator as provided in the General Statutes[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A.2.b of the 2004 Charter. At the time of the adoption of this Charter and amendment: C.G.S. §7-9.] 


(c) Not later than the date and time scheduled for the call of the Town Meeting to order, the Town Clerk shall determine whether said petition and affidavits are sufficient as prescribed by law and this Charter and, if so, shall certify said petition to the Board of Selectmen[footnoteRef:23]. [23:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.A.2.c of the 2004 Charter.] 


B. The First Selectman, or his designee, shall notify the Moderator of the Town Meeting of the item or items on the call of the Town Meeting that shall be adjourned to referendum[footnoteRef:24]. [24:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.B of the 2004 Charter.] 


C. Any item on the call of the Town Meeting, which is to be submitted to referendum, including the reduction of any item that pertains to any specific amount of proposed expenditure, appropriation, borrowing or bonding, may be amended at the Town Meeting and shall be submitted to referendum as so amended[footnoteRef:25]. [25:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.C of the 2004 Charter.] 


D. The Town Meeting or, if the Town Meeting fails to do so, the Board of Selectmen shall fix the time and place of referendum, which shall be held no fewer than seven nor more than fourteen Days after the date of the Town Meeting. Hours of voting shall be from six o’clock a.m., at the latest, until eight o’clock p.m., at the earliest. The Town Meeting will have the power to extend hours for voting[footnoteRef:26]. [26:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.D of the 2004 Charter.] 


E. The Board of Selectmen shall determine whether voting shall be by paper ballot or voting machine. Appropriate ballots or voting machine labels shall be prepared by the Town Clerk. The Registrars of Voters or, if they fail to do so by five Days prior to the referendum, the Town Clerk shall designate a Moderator for the referendum, who may be the Town Clerk. The Moderator of the Town Meeting or, if said Moderator fails to do so within twenty four hours of the adjournment of the Town Meeting, the Town Clerk shall phrase each item submitted to the referendum in the form of a question to be answered “YES” or “NO” [footnoteRef:27]. [27:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.E of the 2004 Charter.] 


F. Notice of the referendum shall be given in the manner provided by law and in such other manner, if any, as the Board of Selectmen may approve[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  2025 recodification of Sec. 4.07.F of the 2004 Charter.] 
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